INSPECTION OF NORTH GOONYELLA COAL MINE HELD ON THURSDAY, 11TH NOVEMBER 1999 PERFORMED BY DISTRICT UNION INSPECTOR – STUART VACCANEO

Today in company of Adam James (Local Miners’ Officer) and Gary James (Mine Deputy), an inspection was made of 1N Maingate “D” Heading 15 C/T inbye.


This inspection was initially requested in response to concerns about general safety of men engaged in erection of secondary support in area of 15 to 16 C/T.


Also due to rising CO levels behind 17 C/T seal, an inspection was carried out in this area and into 23 C/T.

RESULTS OF INSPECTION
1.
The forcing auxiliary fan was not operating due to a services retraction.  

The Panel Deputy had withdrawn the men off the longwall face and power 

had been turned off in preparation for a restart of the fan.  The ducting had

been knocked down and covered by roof material at 23 C/T and it was 

necessary to break the ducting prior to restarting the fan.


Gas Levels varied from


20.8% O2, 0.4% CH4, 2p.p.m. CO 


15 C/T


20.1% O2, 3.0% CH4 6p.p.m. CO


18 C/T


19.5% O2, >5%+ CH4, 7p.p.m. CO


21( 22 C/T


20.3% O2, 2.1% CH4, 5p.p.m. CO


22( 23 C/T

2.
The methane drainage range at 18 C/T had been turned off and 
disconnected from the borehole delivery.

3.
The ducting was broken outbye the fall at 23 C/T to allow a circuit to be established.

4.
15( 16 C/T.  Serious roof deformation has occurred with guttering down the rib lines and roof sag.  The high 10 bolts have pulled through the plates in a number of spots.  Additional support in the way of pigsties and cans has been erected in this area.  The ribs show signs of bagging out.

ACTIONS

1.
Another Tomlinson Boiler is to arrive on site at approximately 5p.m. and preparations are being made for it to be connected to the 18 C/T seal for injection of boiler gas.  Plans to connect the borehole to the seal by 6 inch flexible hose are being organised.

Prior to this occurring I require:


a)
Communications be set up from a point outbye the failing roof 15( 

16 C/T to 18 C/T.
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b)
Minimum number of people be used to carry up the hose and 
connecting pipes.

c)
All men engaged in this task to carry additional SSR90 breathing apparatus.

d)
A suitably qualified cockatoo to remain on station at the 15 C/T communication site to monitor the roof and be able to contact the men inbye.

2.
WORK ON 15( 16 C/T



Prior to work continuing inbye of erected supports I require:


a)
A deputy be on station to monitor roof, rib and gas conditions while 


men are working in this area.


b)
Additional rib support be installed in areas where men are required 


to travel and carry supplies to the secondary support area, and pass


between erected supports and the baggy rib.


c)
Men engaged in this activity to have SSR 90’s readily available.










……………………………..










S. VACCANEO










District Union Inspector

