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Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union

Mining and Energy Division


INDUSTRY SAFETY AND HEALTH REPRESENTATIVE

INSPECTION REPORT

	NAME OF MINE: 
	MORANBAH NORTH 

	ADDRESS: 
	Moranbah

	SENIOR SITE EXECUTIVE:
	B. Robinson

	CONTACT DETAILS:
	

	INSPECTION DATE:
	


Note that the inspection conducted was a sample inspection only. It remains the primary responsibility of Management & Mineworkers to identify and correct defects not identified during the conduct of this inspection. Under s68 of the Act this entry forms part of the mine record.
The following is an interim mine record entry. A more comprehensive entry will follow.
The mine has had a situation where the active longwall panel TARPs were exceeded. This resulted in the evacuation of the mine at approximately 12: 30 pm Friday 23rd January.

The workforce was then taken through a new TARP that had been developed by a group on the morning that altered the evacuation triggers and the workforce had re-entered the mine.
Following discussions and review of relevant documentation between myself, S. Smyth (ISHR), B. Robinson (SSE) and D. Black (Registered Mine Manager); at approximately 3:40 pm I produced my identity card to Mr Robinson and issued a verbal directive under section 167.1of the 1999CMA.

The directive was to withdraw all people from the mine while the pre-existing TARP levels for withdrawal from the mine were being exceeded as I had reason to believe that there was an unacceptable level of risk.

We asked to be taken through the process and logic of the generation of the new TARP. The pre-existing Trigger Action Response Plan is File Reference 50018.1 
We were then taken through the logic behind the generation of the new TARP.

Following this at 8: 30pm Mr Smyth, Mr W. Pate (Shift Co-ordinator) and I entered the mine and performed an inspection of the maingate of the longwall and the maingate seals down to 53 c/t.

Bag samples were taken at all points up to and including 50 c/t.

We returned to the surface and had the bag samples analysed.

Points to immediately note are

· No bag samples were taken  any goaf seals from when ventilation was lost across the longwall face on approximately the 14th January till the 20th January

· The tube bundle that was supposed to be sampling 49 c/t was in fact monitoring 50 c/t.

· The tube bundle point at 47 c/t shows a great deal of discrepancies with the bag samples. It is either experiencing leaks or is not monitoring 47 c/t.

· The highest CO reading from the bag samples was 491 ppm CO.

Further discussions were held with Mr Robison, Mr Black, Mr Pate, B. Knowles (ERZ Controller), and S Vea Vea (Workforce Representatives) was held.
We informed Messer’s Robinson and Black that 
· We could still not accept the changes to the TARPS.
· While the gas levels were below the pre-existing TARP’s the mine is free to be re-entered
· Bag samples are to be taken from the seals at the bottom of the barometer.

In this formal record book entry we make the following Directive under Section 167.(1) of the 1999 CMA.
We S. Smyth (ISHR) and S. Vaccaneo (ISHR) are of the belief that the risk for people to be underground while the active goaf TARPs as per the pre-existing document of CO make > 30 l/min or CO> 500 ppm and H2 > 30 ppm with increasing trend, or ethylene confirmed and increasing trend; Trend from level 2A to level 3; is unacceptable.
If the mine has not established further goaf seal monitoring points so the situation in the goaf can be adequately monitored from the surface if workers have been withdrawn from the mine; while indications of gas trigger points are around the evacuation point, limited personnel may enter the mine to establish a more effective remote gas monitoring system.

Therefore in line with the verbal directive issued and documented above, we direct that when these levels are exceeded all personnel will be withdrawn from the mine

Additionally we are of the belief that there may have been breaches of the mines protocols relating to notification of reaching and exceeding TARP’s under the PHMP for spontaneous combustion and related documents under the SHMS and the CMA 1999.
Any further changes to the trending  and absolute gas values in the goaf are to be recorded and forwarded to one of the ISHR’s and personal contact is to be made with the ISHR to ensure timely receipt of said information.
STUART VACCANEO                                                             STEPHEN SMYTH
Industry Safety and Health Representative        Industry Safety and Health Representative
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GREG DALLISTON
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